ASTRID LINDGREN

Astrid Linclgren was born on the 14th November 1907, in a vi”agc close to Vimmcrbg.
A quote from when Astrid got her first book, Snowwhite's Christmas calendar..

"When I'was a child books were rare, you got one a year. And the first book 1 had was called
'Snowwhite's Christmas Calendar 1911 It had little Snowwhite on the cover, bg Jenny Nystrom,
with !ong black hair and a little red hat, and | ’chought it was somcthing wonc]encu”g pretty.
And when you then oPcnccl it there were wonderful ’ca!cs, J ’chought SO anyway. I had that
book and Ilearnt it bg hcart, to the very last word."

The first time she was Pub!ished was at age 13, when she won a short story competition in the
local newspaper. At the age of 17 she started working as ajoumalist. On the 4th December
1926 she gave birth to her first child, a son, Lars. She could not take care of him alone, as
!ong as she's s’cuc]ging, so he went to stay ’ccmporari!g with a foster Fami!g in Copcnhagcn.
Astrid travelled as often as she could to visit Lasse in Denmark, awaiting a more settled
situation with the Possibi!itg of ’caking him home. She moved to Stockholm to become a

secreta ry.

Lasse's foster-mother became i”, and Astrid went to Copcnhagcn to fetch her son home. At
first he was cared for bg Astrid's roommate in Stockholm. Astrid Ericsson married Sture
Linclgrcn in sPring, 19%1. Thcg moved into a two-bedroom flat and Astrid becomes a
housewife. She brought Lasse home and enjogcc] bcinga close mother.

“She was not one of those mothers who sat still in the Park on a bench and watched her

children P!ag. She wanted to P!ag too and | suspcct she ’chought it wasjust as much fun as |
didr
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Astrid gave birth to a second child, Karin, in 1934 Her first book was” Britt-Mari
unburdens her heart”. The brcakthrough was , Pippi Longstocking in 1944 She came
up with the story when her claug]‘lter Karin was ill and asked her mother to read a Fairg tale.
Karin told her mother to tell the story about Pippi Longstocking. Astrid thought the
story up sitting 59 her daughtcr's bed.

Then she wrote The six Bu”erbg children, Emil, Rasmus and TramP, The children on the
Troublemaker street and Karlsson on the RooF, Mardie, The brothers Lionheart, Mio my

son among others.

A lot of Astrid’s books have been translated to more than 90 other !anguages. She has
written more than 40 books. The last one was Ronja- the robber’s daug]‘xter, Pub!is]ﬁecl in
1986. After that Astrid had rea”g bad egesig]ﬁt and she sPend alot of time answering, letters.

Astrid has, throughout the years, received letters from the whole worlcl, on average 150
letters a week. And she was of the oPinion that all letters should be answered, especiaug

when theg had been written bﬂ children.

She was rea”g committed in a lot of different issues such as animal care and abuse of

children. She wrote several debate articles which led to the law against hitting children in1979.
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Astrid Linc]gren is one of the most Popu!ar children’s writers, both in Sweden and in the
world, and cluring her lifetime she was awarded dozens of international Prizes for her work.

But she never got the Nobel literature Prize.

In1996The Russian Acaclemg of Science requests the new!g discovered asteroid No. 3204 to
be named after Astrid Linclgren.

"From now on you must call me Asteroid Linclgren‘ declared Astrid Linclgren"

from "Astrid Lina’gren -a b/bgraphy ”
By Macgareta Stromstedt

In 1998 Astrid Linclgren’s Children Hospita! was oPenec], named in her honour. Itis one of the
biggest children hospita!s in northern l‘:urope

Astrid Linc]gren died in2002. She was and is grievecl bg many. When she was on her way of
being buried several hundred thousand Peop!e stood a!ong the streets in Stockholm to give

her a last farewell. Source:

www.astric”inclgrcn.sc

WWW.C‘I’].SC

Wordlist: forweek 47

Rare: sé”sgnt Several: flera

Published: Pub!iceracl Committed: héngiven, engageracl
Competition: tév!ing Issues: Frégor, amnen

Give birth: fodde To grieve ; att sérja

Temporari!g: ti”Fé”igt A!ong: féngs med

Throughout: genom Ta!e; berétte!se, saga

Average: genomsnitt, medel Buried: begravc]

OPinion: asikt breakthrough: genombro’ct
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TASKS
Answer the questions lease;
9 P

1. Who came up with the name PiPPi Longstocking?

2. What was the name of the first book Astrid received?

3. What did Astrid think of her first book?

4. Whatwas your first book? What did you think of it?
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5. Tell about Lars Linclgren’s childhood.

6. What book was the !ast one Astricl wrote ancl whg was it the !ast one?

7. Which of Astrid’s books is your favourite and whg. Write in your blue book and also

write a short summary oF the P!ot.

8. Choose your favourite Astrid character and describe him/her as c!ose!g as Possib!e.

Whg do you like this character? Write in your blue book.

Finish this far for week 47.
9. EXTRA Make your own wordlist with more words from the text.
10. EXTRA Read more about Astrid and write a text with more facts in your blue book.
. EXTRA Translate the text about Astrid Linclgren to Swedish in your blue book.

2. EXTRA Make an ana!gsis of the characters that Astrid has created. Do theg have

angthing in common?

». EXTRA The themes in Astrid’s books are often of a serious matter. Give examP!e of

life issues that she has written about.

Choose at least two of the tasks marked with EXTRA. Finish them bg week 48.
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